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- Smoked marijuana has no currently accepted or proven medical use in
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the United States and is not an approved medical treatment.’

Glaucoma Research Foundation
-Moderately long-term studies have shown that cannabis has no proven
effect on glaucoma.’

American Lung Association

- Marijuana smoke contains a greater amount of carcinogens than tobacco
smoke.?
Institute of Medicine

Marijuana and Medicine: Assessing the Science Base’
-Smoked marijuana is a crude THC delivery system that also delivers

harmful substances.
-Numerous studies suggest that marijuana smoke is an important risk
factor in the development of respiratory disease.
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The American Cancer Society
-“Does not advocate inhaling smoke, nor the legalization of marijuana,...
American Academy of Pediatrics
- “...any change in the legal status of marijuana, even if limited to adults,

could affect the prevalence of use among adolescents.” ¢

American Medical Association
Policies ’
-Discourages marijuana use
-Believes a plea of marijuana intoxication is not a defense
in any criminal proceeding
-Cannabis is a dangerous drug and is a public health
concern
-Sale and possession of marijuana should not be legalized
-Does not endorse:
*State-based medical cannabis programs
*Legalization

YES! MARIJUANA IS ADDICTIVE

Approximately 9% of adults who use marijuana develop an addiction to it.
The number goes up to 1 in 6 for those who start using in their teens, and
to 25-50% among daily users.”

Hawai'i Treatment Admissions for Marijuana
All Ages
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-In 2009 there were 1,997 people in treatment for marijuana compared to
1,961 for amphetamines.’

- Among people who begin smoking marijuana before age of 18, addiction
rises to 17%."

-In 2008, 25.8 million Americans aged 12 and older had abused marijuana
at least once in the year prior to being surveyed."

HEALTH RISKS

-Marijuana intoxication can cause distorted perceptions, impaired
coordination, difficulty in thinking and problem solving, and problems
with learning and memory."

-Studies have shown an association between chronic marijuana use and
increased rates of anxiety, depression, suicidal thoughts, and
schizophrenia.”

-Other research has shown marijuana smoke to contain carcinogens and to
be an irritant to the lungs. In fact, marijuana smoke contains 50-70%
percent more carcinogenic hydrocarbons than does tobacco smoke."

-Marijuana use is associated with dependence, respiratory and mental
illness, poor motor performance, and impaired cognitive and immune
system functioning, among other negative effects."”

- In 1990 the Delta 9 - Tetrahydracannabinol (THC), the active ingredient
in marijuana had an average potency of 2%-3% however, in 2009 the
average was between 12%-13%. The highest THC sample from marijuana
in the United States as of March 2009 is 37%.°

DRUGGED DRIVING

- Marijuana has a significant impact on driver impairment causing up to a
three-fold increase in accidents."”

-In a study of seriously injured drivers, 26.9% tested positive for marijuana
while 11.6% tested positive for cocaine, and 5.6% tested positive for either
methamphetamine or amphetamine.”’




COSTS TO SOCIETY

The costs to society of alcohol and tobacco -
substances that are legal and taxed — are much
greater than the revenue they generate.
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Honolulu Advertiser:

Pearl City shooting tied to marijuana buy
Posted on: Tuesday, November 11, 2003

By Peter Boylan
Advertiser Staff Writer

A 24-year-old man wounded in the shooting at the Pearl City
Shopping Center parking lot Nov. 1 testified yesterday that he
was shot and his friend killed following an argument over the
price of a quarter pound of marijuana.
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Honolulu Advertiser:

Murder suspects indicted
Posted on: Friday, April 23, 2010

By Jim Dooley
Advertiser Staff Writer

..."dispute over drug money and the way the marijuana operation
was being operated.”

Honolulu Star-Advertiser:
Marijuana plants stolen in Big Isle home invasion

A resident is beaten by two men, one with a rifle
POSTED: 05:18 p.m. HST, Sep 15, 2010
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(NOW THE FACTS
MARIJUANA IS NOT MEDICINE
MARIUANA IS ADDICTIVE
HEALTH RISKS
COSTS TO SOCIETY

“...SCIENCE SHOULD
DETERMINE WHAT A MEDICINE

IS, NOT POPULAR VOTE.”

Gil Kerlikowske
Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy
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Please go to the link below and submit your testimony online

http://www.ca itol. hawaii gov session2011
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