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The El Cerrito Experience

Â Why El Cerrito?

Â Movement to Allow a Dispensary in our City

Â Two weeks to convince our Council

Â Success with the Council led to Cal Chiefs

Â Cal Chiefs forms Task Force
1. Try to help others deal with this issue

2. Calling it what it is ñlegalized drug dealingò

3. Advocating for change



Worse than combining a Liquor Store 

and Casino analogy

Reasoning is this:

1. Lots of cash

2. Lots of guns

3. However, unlike Liquor Stores and Casinos, with 

very little if any oversight or ability to impact 

businesses



Dispensaries

Â What exactly is a MMJ Dispensary?

1. Store Front Retailer

2. Profit / Non-Profit

3. Primary Care Giver

Â ñDispensaryò does not appear anywhere in Prop 

215 or AB420

Â Some estimates claim 400-800 dispensaries in 

California (Nobody really knows)

Â No State control as compared to Liquor Licenses



Collective / Cooperative

Â Collectives:An organization that merely facilitates 
the collaborative efforts of patient and caregiver 
members ïincluding the allocation of costs and 
revenues. 

Â No business may call itself a ñcooperativeò (or ñco-
opò) unless it is properly organized and registered as 
such under the Corporations or Food and Agricultural 
Code. (Id. at § 12311(b).) They are ñdemocratically 
controlled and are not organized to make a profit for 
themselves, as such, or for their members, as such, 
but primarily for their members as patrons.ò



Collective / Cooperative

ÂNeither should purchase marijuana from nor 

sell to, non-members.  

Â They should only provide a means for 

facilitating or coordinating transactions 

between members.



Primary Caregiver Defined

Â People v. Mentch(CA Supreme Court Case # S148204 
(2008)) 

Â Must do more than just provide MMJ

Â Must be a person ñwho has consistently assumed 
responsibility for the housing, health and safetyò of the 
patient.

Â ña defendant asserting primary caregiver status must 
prove that he or she consistently provided caregiving, 
independent of any assistance in taking marijuanaò 

Â The CUA ñdoes not provide similar protection where the 
provision of marijuana is itself the substance of the 
relationship.ò


